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The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A device comprising: 

a flask comprising a threaded neck, the flask containing at least one of a 
cosmetic and a care product; and 

an applicator comprising: 
a stem; 

an applicator element disposed at a first end of the stem; and 

a closure cap supporting the stem at a second end of the stem opposite 

from the first end, said closure cap comprising a threaded portion arranged to screw onto the 

neck; 

wherein the closure cap comprises a ring releasably connected to the threaded 
portion and arranged to be capable of remaining secured to the neck during removal of the 
applicato r applicator, wherein the ring occupies substantially a same axial position before and 
after separation of the ring and the closure cap . 

2. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the threaded portion 
comprises an insert and an outer cap. 

3. (Original) A device according to claim 2, wherein the ring and the outer 
cap are made monolithically by molding a plastics material, the ring and the outer cap being 
connected together by at least one breakable bridge of material. 

4. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the ring has at least one 
first portion in relief that enables the ring to be snap-fastened on at least one second portion in 
relief on the neck. 

5. (Original) A device according to claim 4, wherein the second portion in 
relief comprises an annular bead and the first portion in relief comprises at least one of an 
annular bead and teeth projecting from a radially inner surface of the ring. 

6. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the ring is made at least 
in part together with the threaded portion by molding a plastics material. 

7. (Original) A device according to claim 6, wherein the ring is connected to 
the threaded portion by at least one breakable bridge of material. 
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8. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the ring is fitted on the 
threaded portion. 

9. (Original) A device according to claim 8, wherein the ring has a portion in 
relief configured to co-operate by mutual engagement with the threaded portion. 

10. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the neck comprises at 
least one first anti-rotation portion in relief and the ring comprises at least one second anti- 
rotation portion in relief arranged to co-operate with the first portion in relief so as to prevent 
the ring from turning relative to the neck during unscrewing of the closure cap and cause 
separation of the threaded portion from the ring. 

11. (Original) A device according to claim 10, wherein the first anti-rotation 
portion in relief is arranged to enable the second anti-rotation portion in relief to go past the 
first anti-rotation portion on initial screw fastening of the closure cap on the flask. 

12. (Original) A device according to claim 11, wherein at least one of the first 
and second anti-rotation portions in relief comprises a ramp that facilitates movement of the 
first and second anti-rotation portions in relief past each other. 

13. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the neck comprises a 
base and a cylindrical surface at the base. 

14. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 1, wherein the neck 
comprises a frustoconical surface at a base of the neck, the frustoconical surface flaring 
toward a body of the flask. 

15. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the flask has a shoulder 
at a base of the neck. 

16. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the flask has a surface 
arranged to come into contact with the ring and preventing the ring from moving. 

1 7. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the ring comprises an 
inner surface comprising at least one spline. 

1 8. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the flask is made of 

glass. 

19. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the flask is made of a 
plastics material. 

20. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein a capacity of the flask is 
not greater than about 10 ml. 
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2 1 . (Original) A device according to claim 1 , wherein a capacity of the flask is 
not greater than about 8 ml. 

22. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein a capacity of the flask is 
in a range of about 5 ml to about 7 ml. 

23. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the stem is visible when 
the applicator is withdrawn from the flask and the closure cap is observed in a direction 
perpendicular to an axis thereof. 

24. (Original) A device according to claim 21, wherein a visible length of the 
stem plus a length of the applicator element is not less than about 25 mm. 

25. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the applicator element 
comprises a brush having bristles, and wherein a visible length of a free portion of the bristles 
of the brush is not less than about 12 mm. 

26. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the flask contains a 
substance for application to nails. 

27. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein a length of the stem is 
equal to a height of the neck to within about 30%. 

28. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein a length of the 
applicator element is equal to a height of the flask body to within about 30%. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a packaging and applicator 
device, the method comprising: 

providing a flask including a threaded neck and containing at least one of a 
cosmetic and a care product; and 

screwing an applicator onto the flask, the applicator comprising: 
a stem; 

an applicator element disposed at a first end of the stem; and 
a closure cap to which the stem is secured at a second end of the stem 
opposite from the first end, said closure cap having a threaded portion arranged to be screwed 
onto the neck, the closure cap comprising a base and a ring at the base that is releasably 
connected to the threaded portion, the neck and the ring having shapes that co-operate so as to 
retain the ring on the neck when the threaded portion is unscrew e d unscrewed, wherein the 
ring occupies substantially a same axial position before and after separation of the ring and 
the closure cap . 
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30. (Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a packaging and applicator 
device, the method comprising: 

providing a flask comprising a threaded neck and containing at least one of a 

cosmetic and a care product; and 

screwing a threaded insert, to which an applicator element is secured, onto the 

flask; and 

fitting an outer cap on the insert, the outer cap being releasably connected to a 
ring, the outer cap and the insert remaining secured to each other when the insert is 
unscrewed, the neck and the ring comprising shapes configured so as to retain the ring on the 
neck when the insert is unGcrowod unscrewed, wherein the ring occupies substantially a same 
axial position before and after separation of the ring and the closure cap . 

3 1 . (Original) A method for applying a substance to a portion of the human 
body, comprising: 

dispensing the substance to at least one of the body and the face with the 
device as defined in claim 1 . 

32. (Original) A method according to claim 3 1 , wherein dispensing the 
substance comprises dispensing a care product. 

33. (Original) A method according to claim 31, wherein dispensing the 
substance comprises dispensing a cosmetic. 

34. (Original) A method according to claim 31, wherein dispensing the 
substance comprises dispensing a nail varnish. 

35. (Original) A method according to claim 31, wherein dispensing the 
substance comprises: 

loading the applicator element with substance from the flask; and 
removing the applicator element from the flask. 

36. (Original) A method according to claim 31, further comprising applying 

the substance to at least one of nails, eyelashes, eyebrows, skin and lips. 

37. (New) A device comprising: 

a flask comprising a threaded neck, the flask containing at least one of a 
cosmetic and a care product; and 

an applicator comprising: 
a stem; 



Application No. 10/766,866 



an applicator element disposed at a first end of the stem; and 

a closure cap supporting the stem at a second end of the stem opposite 

from the first end, said closure cap comprising a threaded portion arranged to screw onto the 

neck; 

wherein the closure cap comprises a ring releasably connected to the threaded 

portion and arranged to be capable of remaining secured to the neck during removal of the 

applicator, wherein the ring extends axially until a base of the neck before separation of the 

ring and the closure cap. 

38. (New) A device comprising: 

a flask comprising a threaded neck, the flask containing at least one of a 
cosmetic and a care product; and 

an applicator comprising: 
a stem; 

an applicator element disposed at a first end of the stem; and 

a closure cap supporting the stem at a second end of the stem opposite 

from the first end, said closure cap comprising a threaded portion arranged to screw onto the 

neck; 

wherein the closure cap comprises a ring releasably connected to the threaded 
portion and arranged to be capable of remaining secured to the neck during removal of the 
applicator, wherein the ring is axially fixed on the neck after separation of the ring and the 
closure cap. 



